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News and Notes  
 

CARS Meeting 
The Coastal Amateur Radio Society meets at 7:00 PM on the first Monday of each 
month at Southside Fire Station 1 at 10703 White Bluff Road. 
 
 
 

DƻƻŘ [ǳŎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ±9 ŜȄŀƳǎΗ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
special edition of Groundwaves to give you examples of what you can 
do with Amateur Radio once you ƻōǘŀƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
something for everyone and this selection of articles from 2010 
editions of Groundwaves highlight some of them.  You can chose to 
get involved in technical aspects such electronics and antenna 
building.  You can chose to take part in contest, as an individual or club 
club station, and special event stations.  Public service is another 
aspect of Amateur Radio that you may be interested in.  Also included 
in this special edition are a list of Coastal Amateur Radio Society club 
offƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ нлмл !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ όǿƘƻ 
just happens to be one of your instructors!), and information on how 
to keep up with the Coastal Amateur Radio Society on Facebook and 
Twitter.  Also included is a list of area nets and repeaters that you may 
find useful. 
 
We invite you to come to our meetings and see what we have to offer.  
We hope that you will consider becoming a member of the Coastal 
Amateur Radio Society. 
 
Good Luck and Enjoy a Terrific Hobby! 

mailto:membershipinfo@cars-Savannah.org
http://www.k4nlx.com/
mailto:k4gtm@arrl.net
mailto:kevin@kwbell.net
mailto:billy@the-elmores.com
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The Coastal Amateur Radio Society 

 
The Coastal Amateur Radio Society was formed in 1977 to further good amateur radio practices, training in 
amateur radio, and community service. CARS is registered as a Service Club with the Amateur Radio Relay League. 
 
Since its formation, CARS has participated in many civic and community functions. They include, radio 
communications during the G-8 Summit at Sea Island, GA, the many hurricanes and storms in and around the 
state, and various charitable events such as the Tybee Marathon and MS Bike Rides held in and around Savannah. 
 
Over the years, the club has offered licensing classes for the beginning level license, Technician, the intermediate 
license, General, and the advanced license, Extra. All of these classes are offered to the public free of charge. The 
only expense the students incur is the cost of the books and examination fee, which goes to the ARRL. Currently 
we offer a Technician and General Class in the spring and fall of the year. We offer one Extra class sometime during 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ƭƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ Iƻǎƪƛƴǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎΦ  
 
The club currently is affiliated with Chatham Emergency Management Agency to provide backup communications 
during times of emergency and the Savannah Chapter of the American Red Cross to provide communications with 
the 29 counties in South Georgia which it is responsible for. Additionally, we are available for Memorial University 
aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ /ŀƴŘƭŜǊ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩs Hospital to assist in their emergency communications needs. 
CARS also works with the Southside Fire Department to assist them with backup communications when needed. 

 
 
2011 CARS Officers 
 
President - Guy McDonald, K4GTM 
Vice President - Kevin Bell, KW4B 
Second Vice President - Peter Levesque, KJ4FAW 
Treasurer - Billy Elmore, KG4SZS 
Secretary - Raymond Schrum, KJ4HAE 
 
Board Member - Mark Bolton, KA4CID 
Board Member ς Steve Jonas, K4SDJ 
Board Member ς Lester Lamhut, KF4JBQ 
Board Member ς Russ Pierce, K4YGD 
Board Member ς Paul Snedeker, KJ4FAV 

 
 
2010 Dan Goddard, K4NLX Amateur of the Year ς Kevin Bell, KW4B 
 
The 2010 recipient of the Dan Goddard, K4NLX Amateur of the Year Award is Kevin Bell, KW4B.  An extremely 
active CARS member, Kevin has served both the club and the amateur radio community as a whole well over the 
last year.  Kevin worked to revitalize the CARS website that was reintroduced this year.  He has worked with Guy, 
K4GTM, Ken, W4JKG, and Carroll, WX4Y to hold licensing and upgrade classes. .  In addition to helping new and 
upgrading hams via the classes, he has also acted as an Elmer to new hams.  Kevin was also pivotal in operating the 
club station during several of the major contests and helped set up and operate several special event stations 
throughout the year 
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Coastal Amateur Radio Society Social Networking 
 
The Club now has a social networking/social media presence on the internet:  we have a Facebook page and a 
¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǎƻƻƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƭƛve), Facebook and Twitter will help us 
promote CARS and our activities.  Facebook will provide a good, easy way to keep not only club members, but 
ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  
Twitter can be a great way of keeping up with what CARS is doing.  It works particularly well for mobile 
applications; there are Twitter clients available for many phones and smart phones.  We can easily send updates 
ƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻέ Ŏŀƴ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ  
The current  J79WW operation from Dominica illustrates a good use of Twitter; the operators are using Twitter to 
pass along when and on what frequency they are operating and are also correǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
worked using Twitter. 
 
Facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coastal-Amateur-Radio-Society/244722709116?v=wall# 
Twitter:   http://twitter.com/CoastalARS 

 
 
 

B-мт ά/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘέ wŀŘƛƻ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ς March and April 2010 
 
Work has been moving along on the restoration of the B-мтΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƎƘǘȅ 9ƛƎƘǘƘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  
Carroll Baker, WX4Y, Steve Jonas, K4SDJ, and Guy McDonald, K4GTM have made several trips out to the Museum 
to assess and begin restoring the equipment, beginning with the BC-348 receiver.  If you are interested in assisting 
with the project, contact Guy at k4gtm@arrl.net. 
 
On March 24, Carroll and Guy opened up the BC-348 and checked the tubes, capacitors, and resistors.  The checks 
yielded great news:  the capacitors and resistors all checked out good as did seven of the eight tubes.  The 
dynamotor was also disassembled and checked; the armature, bearings, and bushings were all in good condition 
and the bearings even still had grease on them. 

 

 
Right:  Guy and Carroll look over the BC-348 HF Receiver.  Left:  Checking the BC-опуΩǎ ǘǳōŜǎΦ 

 
On March 31, the Dynamotor was cleaned and serviced.  The following week, on April 7, power was applied to the 
Dynamotor and it worked perfectly, converting the 28 volt input to 220 volts plus.  After making sure the output 
voltage was correct, the Dynamotor was reinstalled in the BC-348.  The radio was powered up and it ran for two 
hours with no problems.  On April 7, an R-26 Command Receiver donated by Kevin Bell, KW4B was also checked.  
Everything checked out good with the R-26, but it needs a Dynamotor; once a Dynamotor is found it will also be in 
good operating condition. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Coastal-Amateur-Radio-Society/244722709116?v=wall
http://twitter.com/CoastalARS
mailto:k4gtm@arrl.net
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Right:  Close up of the BC-опуΩǎ 5ȅƴŀƳƻǘƻǊΦ  [ŜŦǘΥ  /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ȅƴŀƳƻǘƻǊΦ 

 
Left:  The BC-348 powered up and running.  Right:  Checking out the R-26. 

 
 

April 14 was a banner day for the project: one of the radios is in working condition and operating!  After several 
afternoons of assessing the condition of the BC-348 receiver and doing some minor maintenance, one tube was 
replaced and the IF stages were aligned.  This 65 year old radio needed minimal realignment and it was promptly 
taken outside for testing; the museum is a metal structure so the test was better conducted outdoors.  Using a 
200ft spool of wire as a longwire antenna, the receiver picked up several shortwave stations including Radio 
Havana on 6.100 MHz.  Some CW and SSB was also received on one of the ham bands.  
 

 

  
Left:  Aligning the BC-348.  Right: The 65 year old BC-348 in use. 
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CARS Participates in the Georgia QSO Party ς April 2010 
 
Over the weekend of April 10-11, members of the Coastal Amateur Radio Society operated the CARS club station at 
Southside Fire Station 1 for the Georgia QSO Party.  Operating on 40 and 20 Meters, the club station made a total 
of 235 contacts cumulating in a total score of 12,012 points.  During the weekend, members also set up personal 
stations at the fire station to work the contest. 40 Meter and 80 Meter dipoles were raised on Saturday morning 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ мл-15-20 Meter yagi was put in service.  After raising the antennas, there was lunch from 
Firehouse Subs before getting things on the air.  While waiting for the contest to start and while other operators 
ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ²ƛƭƭΣ YWпt{¦Ωǎ ƴŜǿ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-
band fan dipole. 
 

 
Left:  Kevin, Y²п. ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜΣ Yп{5W Ǉƭŀƴ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǇƻƭŜǎΦ  wƛƎƘǘΥ  tƘƛƭƛǇΣ Y!пYh9Ωǎ ǘǊǳŎƪ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ 

 
 

 
Left:  Kevin, KW4B on the air.  Right:  Will, KJ4PSU on the air. 
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Wounded Warrior Special Event Station ς May 2010 
 
On May 8, 2010, a group of Coastal Amateur Society Members set up a special event station at the Red Gate Farms 
fundraiser for 3rd Infantry Division veteran SSGT Jason Letterman.  SSGT Letterman was wounded in Iraq, losing 
both of his legs.  The benefit raised funds with Homes For Our Troops to help build a handicap friendly home for 
SSGT Letterman.  They set up a station and operated as W4W from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM, working stations from all 
across the country who asked them to pass on their appreciation to SSgt Letterman's service and sacrifice.  The 
benefit featured a lot of good, live music, volleyball, horseshoes, and food.  Laura Mackey was a gracious hostess.  
This event also coincided with Armed Forces Day and the MARS/Amateur Radio Crossband test and W4W also 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǇȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ 5ŀȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻƴ a¢-63.  A full digital 
ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƘŜŀŘǇƘƻƴŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
netbook computer, the station operators were able to receive the message using Ham Radio Deluxe. 
 

 
Left:  Benefit attendees greet SSGT Letterman.  Right:  The W4W station. 

 

 
Left:  Steve, K4SDJ on the mic.  Right:  Makeshift digital setup copies ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΩǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎ 5ŀȅ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ 

 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǘƛŜ-in to the B-17 project the club is working on.  They had a very special 
contact with the son of a WWII B-17 pilot.  Rick, N2ETJ heard us talking about the next ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
at the Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum and told us about his father, WWII veteran Raymond Firmani, who 
completed 25 combat missions as a B-17 pilot in the 8th Air Force.  RickΩs father is still alive and is in his 90s.  The 
staff at the museum would sure love to talk to Mr. Firmani as they continue to chronicle the history of the 8th Air 
Force.  Rick is planning to make contact with our station, W2W, next Saturday.  We'll see if there might be a way to 
coordinate for Mr. Firmani to talk with the museum historian 
 
Thanks to Steve-K4SDJ, Lester-KF4JBQ, Kevin-KW4B, Jere-KT4ZB, and all those who made contact with us.  Learn 
more about SSgt Letterman at http://redgateevents.wordpress.com/. 

http://www.homesforourtroops.org/
http://redgateevents.wordpress.com/
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Field Day  - June 2010 
 
The last full weekend of each June is Field Day weekend.  Part readiness exercise, part contest, Amateur Radio 
Operators set up temporary stations and attempt to contact as many other stations as possible over a 24 hour 
period.  In 2010, CARS held our Field Day at Southside Fire Station 1 on White Bluff Rd.  The CARS 2010 Field Day 
had 45 participants and over the 24 hour period, a total of 431 contacts were made across the 10, 15, 20, 40, and 
80 Meter bands.   
 
In addition to radio operations, there was a VE Session, an antenna building class, and a variety of demonstrations.  
Saturday evening also saw an excellent covered dish dinner.  If there is one thing to remember about Field Day, it is 
that there will always be good food on hand! 
 
 
 

 

 
[ŜŦǘΥ  ±9 {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǳǇΦ  wƛƎƘǘΥ  YŜƴΩǎ W-Pole Antenna Class 

 
 
 

 
Left:  Hanging and testing antennas.  Right:  Setting up power distribution. 
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Peter, KJ4FAW and hams from TSA demonstrate the TSA portable WinLink station 

 
 

 
Getting the next generation on the air. 

 

 

 

 
 
!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ нлмл IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ς June 2010 
Mac McCormick III, KF4LMT, Photos by Guy McDonald, K4GTM 
 
On 28 and 29 June, 2010 the State of Georgia held its annual HURREX (Hurricane Exercise).  Amateur Radio 
operators under the auspices of ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) took part and tested their abilities to 
provide back up communications to first responders and GEMA (Georgia Emergency Management Agency).  
Amateur radio operators were positioned in various places throughout the state including the response area in 
Savannah, a staging area in Dublin, and the GEMA EOC in Atlanta. 
 
Steve Bramham, W4SKB, the ARES DEC (District Emergency Coordinator) for the Georgia State Patrol was located 
ƛƴ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ǿƛǘƘ D9a!Ωǎ INTEROP 1 communications trailer.  Steve set up amateur radio communications via 2 
Meter and 70cm repeaters, HF voice communications on 3.975 LSB, and D-Star voice.  Unfortunately he had some 
HF radio issues with INTEROP 1 and that is where local Savannah hams came into the picture.  Ralph Quinn, 
W4REQ, Guy McDonald, K4GTM and I spent several hours out at INTEROP 1 which was located at the Savannah 
International Airport on Monday evening.  Efforts to troubleshoot the problem seemed to point to a feedline issue, 
ǎƻ ǿŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Dрw± 
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Jr. of mine.  We accomplished the task by around 2200 and hoped that everything would work for Steve in the 
morning.   Come Tuesday morning, {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǘǳƴŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǳƴŜ ǘƘŜ Dрw± WǊΦ ŦƻǊ ул aŜǘŜǊǎ όǘƘŜ WǊΦ ōŜƛƴƎ 
designed for 40-10 Meters).  Luckily we were able to borrow an MFJ-949C from Heyward Lovett, KT4RW; I picked 
up the tuner from Heyward and carried it out to Steve.   The 949C tuned the antenna system just fine. We quickly 
had INTEROP 1 on the air and were able to check in to the 0900 ARES Net on 3.975 LSB. 
 

 
[ŜŦǘΥ  D9a!Ωǎ Lb¢9wht м /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ŘƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀ Ƴŀǎǘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘΦ  wƛƎƘǘΥ  Lb¢9wht мΩǎ ǘǿƛƴ Icom IC-706s. 

 
 

 
[ŜŦǘΥ  {ǘŜǾŜ .ǊŀƳƘŀƳΣ ²п{Y. ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘƻǇ Lb¢9wht мΦ  wƛƎƘǘΥ  wŀƭǇƘ vǳƛƴƴΣ ²пw9v ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎ Lb¢9wht мΩǎ IC ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

 
After we got the HF radio up and running, I hung around and helped Steve get the D-Star station operational 
through the Pembroke D-Star repeater on 145.300.  Just after 1000,  I left the airport and went over to Hutchinson 
Island to help Steve with a GEMA request; the wanted to see if we would be able to provide backup 
communications to units in that area with handheld radios through the 146.970 repeater.  We conducted a 
successful handheld radio check from the area of the Trade Center and proved we could do it on simplex mobile to 
mobile.  I was able to talk to Greg Tillman, N4VAD on 146.520 while Greg was west of the airport in Pooler.  That 
capability seemed to make an impression on the GEMA representative and could lead to deeper ARES involvement 
in further exercises. 
 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀ !w9{ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ  aƛƪŜ .ǊƻǿƴΣ D! !w9{ {ŜŎǘion Emergency 
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎΥ  άThanks to all you guys over on the coast for getting this station up and running, 
despite it being the day after Field Day. The teamwork necessary was really gratifying to watch. Congratulations 
and Good Job!!!έ {teve Bramham asked that we relay his sincere gratitude for the help to everyone.  
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 I believe that we showed GEMA what Amateur Radio is capable of doing during the Hurrex.  A group of amateur 
radio operators, on short notice, was able to overcome difficulty and adapt to a changing situation.  Amazingly, 
almost all of the coordination for troubleshooting the antenna issue and replacing the antenna was done over the 
ŀƛǊ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ мпсΦфтл ŀƴŘ ппнΦтлл ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊǎΤ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜǎ ƻǊ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘones and could 
accomplish the task with what we had on hand.   

 
 
 
ARRL Rookie Roundup ς August 16, 2010 
Kevin Bell, KW4B 
 
!ǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /!w{ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
pass their exam and ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻōōȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
a lot of great aspects with this hobby, surely there is something for everyone to enjoy. Maybe the problem is that 
ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ΨŜƭƳŜǊΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ 
 
Recently I started noticing banner ads on the ARRL site about the Rookie Round-up. After a little research I learned 
that the Rookie Round-up is essentially the replacement event for the Novice Round-up (which ended back in the 
флΩǎύΦ Lǘǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƴŜǿŜǊ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǇƻǊǘΩ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜΣ 
ƻǊ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƻƻƪƛŜǎΩ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦ {ƻǳƴŘǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  
 
With this in mind I suggested to Guy  K4GTM, that we might want to coordinaǘŜ ŀ άbƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƘŀƳέ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
with the Rookie Round-ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƻƻƪƛŜǎΩ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ IŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŘŜŀ ǎƻ 
we went ahead and made our plans. We decided it would be fun to activate the club station at the South Side Fire 
Station and coordinate it with an informal class. 
 
The Rookie Round-up occurs 3 times a year and usually covers 3 different modes of operation, one for each 
scheduled event. The bands for participating are 80 through 6 meters (minus the WARC bands). This year the April 
and August events used SSB, and the upcoming December event will use CW. Next year the August event will be a 
w¢¢¸ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΩ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊǎ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ о ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
years are coƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨǊƻƻƪƛŜǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŀƳǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмлΣ нллф ƻǊ нллуΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ 
held on Sunday August 15th and ran from 1400 to 2000 hours EDT. 
 
The actual contact exchange is very simple; just call signs, first name, year licensed and state or region. 
 
.ŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀƴ IC ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {{. ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨǊƻƻƪƛŜΩ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀ ōƛǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ 
technician. The Technician license only allows for SSB on 10 meters between 28.300 and 28.500 Mhz. 10 meters is 
a great band ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ψ¢ŜŎƘΩ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ IC ōŀƴŘǎΣ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǇΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
Guy and myself came in. We agreed to act as control ops for any of the rookies that showed up. 
 
I wish that I could report that we had a great turn out for our event, but I think several things conspired against us. 
The first was that we threw this together on rather short notice. Second, it was a Sunday afternoon; and a 
rainy/stormy one at that. We ended up having only three rookies show up; John Lewis, KJ4WBF; Charles Seyle, 
KJ4SMZ and Kirk Meals, KJ4PTP. Ken Griffin, W4JKG and Bob Harmon, W4WTO stopped by for a little while to help 
out Guy and myself. 
 
 



 
11 

 

John, Charles and Kirk had some great questions and were enthusiastic about getting on the air; so when the 
weather allowed, we connected the antenna and joined the round-up on 20 meters. The band was open and we 
ŘƛŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ ΨǊƻƻƪƛŜΩ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ, but not nearly as many as we had hoped or expected. In fact, all three of our 
rookies actually ended up working pretty much the same few rookie stations.  
 
As mentioned above, the biggest problem with a SSB HF Rookie Round-up is that the vast majority of rookies are 
most likely going to be Technician Class and will need a control op to allow them to get on the HF SSB frequencies. 
!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ-ƻǇǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
After our rookies finished up and went on to other Sunday afternoon activities; Ken Griffin and I hung out and 
chatted and made a few contacts on the club station. One of the stations Ken worked was a station that Kirk Meals 
Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛon was the year 
he was first licensed, 1953. His name was Walt and his call sign was W5CGV and he was in Louisiana. I think Ken 
really enjoyed that QSO because someone that has been a ham operator that long has some interesting insights 
into the hobby. 
 
I ended up sticking around until the end of the round-up. I made a total of 10 rookie contacts (most of the same 
ones our rookies had worked also) across a total of 4 states for a total of 80 points. Not impressive at all, but 
certainly not for a lack of trying. 
 
LΩƳ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ Ψ/²Ω ƎǳȅΣ ǎƻ LΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ-ǳǇΣ ōǳǘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ /² ǘƻ ƳŀȅōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ΨǊƻƻƪƛŜǎΩ 
on the air and exposed to the many aspects of amateur radio, the better for all of us. 

 
 
 
Station Work at KT4ZB ς October 16 , 2010 
Jere Connan, KT4ZB 
 
It was fantastic Saturday afternoon at the KT4ZB station.  Lots of folks showed up to put up antennas and such.  
Kevin - K4WB, Paul - KJ4FAV, Dr. Ken - W4KJG, Peter - KJ4FAW, John Lewis, Mark - KD4PDX, Lester - KF4JBQ, 
and Guy - K4GMT all came and donated their time.  
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Paul climbed the tower and untangled some drop lines, leveled the bottom yagi and redid the strain reliefs for the 
two beams.  See the pictures on facebook that Guy took (thanks Guy, they're great).  Although Steve - K4SDJ and 
Bill - K4WP didn't make it, the coax that Bill prepared did and Steve sent along some much needed drop line and PL 
connectors.  Lester installed a serial port PCI card in my computer and Mark laid out coax and drop line. 
 

 
 
Ken constructed a new 160m dipole after considering my design (which sucked?) and Kevin brought along his 
"potato" bazooka to shoot lines over 90 foot trees. Conni was amazed (as I, you had to be there!).  Later Saturday 
night, Conni and I were watching the current episode of "Bones" which featured a victim killed by an Bean Bag 
shotgun and we both yelled, "It's Kevin's air gun!". 
 

 
 
One of the highlights of the day, and early evening, was putting up the 40m Bobtail Curtain.  It is a huge antenna 
consisting of two 67 ft horizontal phasing wires and three 1/4 wave vertical elements. Peter and I worked on all the 
tie lines and tried to get the right antennas on the correct side of the tower.  The 40m antenna is on one side and 
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the 80m wire is on the other; both going to a pully arrangement tied to neighbor's tree (what good neighbors we 
have).  While the curtain still requires a center support line, it plays well.  Saturday night I made contacts with 
five German stations. 
  
The 160m dipole went up, came down for adjustments, went back up and then came back down for one more 
change.  No easy feat when you consider it is 270 feet long and goes over the house.  Ken had a huge smile when 
the analyzer showed a SWR of 1.14 at 1.856 MHz. 
  
Today the flux was at 86 and 10m was open this morning into Africa; worked South Africa and Mozambique.  I 
notice Mac reported openings into Africa on Saturday too. 
  
Again thanks to all who came, I hope I didn't leave anyone out.  Having that many hands really makes things go 
well.  Remember, whenever I report great contacts or good scores, much of that is only obtained because of the 
help of good friends. 

 
 
 
Skywarn Recognition Day - December 2010 
Mac McCormick, KF4LMT 
 
On December 4, I joined a group of amateur radio operators from Savannah that went to the National Weather 
Service office in Charleston, SC to help operate WX4CHS, the amateur radio station there, as part of the Skywarn 
Recognition Day special event.  Savannah and the surrounding area in Georgia is covered by NWS Charleston, so 
we were invited to participate in the event.  Steve Jonas ς K4SDJ, Peter Levesque ς KJ4FAW, and Dan Scott ς 
KF4MND and I operated WX4CHS from 1100 ς 1500 local time.  Skywarn is a National Weather Service program in 
which volunteers are trained as weather spotters; some amateur radio operators are trained Skywarn spotters and 
use amateur radio to help pass their spotter reports during severe weather events.  Skywarn Recognition Day is a 
special event organized by the National Weather Service (NWS) and the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) to 
honor the contributions that amateur radio operators make to the NWS as part of Skywarn. 
 
I started off the day by waking up early and trying to work a few of the NWS stations before Steve picked me up.  
At 0500 local, the conditions on 80 and 40 Meters were not promising; QSB was especially troublesome.  I worked 
K4OHX at NWS Nashville, TN and WX4PTC at NWS Peachtree City, GA on 80 Meters before picking up KD4UMW on 
40 Meters. 
 
Just before 0700, Steve picked me up and we met Peter and Dan along with some of the usual Saturday morning 
breakfast group at Sunny Side Up for breakfast.  !ǊƻǳƴŘ луолΣ ǿŜ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀnd headed 
north to Charleston arriving at the NWS office just after 1030. 
 
We relieved Doug ς KU4OC and David ς KI4FSC from the Charleston Skywarn group and began operating on HF and 
Echolink as Steve began setting up his netbook computer and DV Dongle to operate DSTAR.   ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ L/-746 
apparently developed a problem before we arrived but one of the Charleston amateur radio operators provided a 
go-kit to use that was equipped with a Yaesu FT-100 and LDG YT-100 tuner.  A Butternut HF vertical antenna was 
set up just outside.  Things started off slow; Doug and David reported bad conditions and it started off similarly for 
us.  As the day progressed, however, conditions improved and we began to get stations answering our CQ calls.  
Most of the contacts came from 20 Meters; 40 Meters continued to be difficult to find contacts on and 15 Meters 
whenever we tried was simply dead.  We did make calls on 40 Meters for a bit to try to give those back to 
Savannah a chance to work us;  we were able to put Guy ς K4GTM and Pete ς K4JAC in the log.  (I was trying to 
keep frequencies updated on Facebook and Twitter but I was unaware that Ubertwitter on the Blackberry quit 
updating Facebook) We ended our 4 hour shift with 68 contacts at the HF station including several from Canada. 
Early on Dan utilized Echolink to make several contacts back in Savannah through the 146.970 repeater.  Using the 
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DV Dongle, Steve worked 19 stations on DSTAR using the Atlanta REF 30 reflector.  Due to the way the DV Dongle 
works, Steve had to use his callsign rather than WX4CHS; if were able to us WX4CHS I suspect the DSTAR log would 
have been longer.  Our primary mission was to put as many stations as we could in the log and given the band 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƧƻōΦ 
 
Shortly after 1500, Susannah Roth ς KE4RVF and Greg Amirault ς KI4TVA arrived to relieve us.  After briefing them 
on the go-kit HF station and filling them in what we had done, we saddled up and headed back toward Savannah.  
²Ŝ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǘhe radios, so we stopped at a Chic-Fil-A off of I-526 in Charleston to grab 
a bite to eat.  Riding off into the sunset (and the sun seemed to be in our eyes almost all of the way back!) we 
arrived back in Savannah around 1800. 
 
Just as it was last year, it ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴΤ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
station everyone wants to contact very often!  Thanks to Steve for providing the transportation and thanks to Dan, 
Peter, and Steve for taking part ς we made a pretty good team.  

 
 
 
2010 Christmas Party 
 
In lieu of a regular meeting, we held our annual Christmas Banquet on December 7, 2010 at the Exchange Tavern 
on Waters Avenue at Stephenson Avenue.  Everyone had a good time as we celebrated Christmas and Hanukkah, 
recognized the new club officers, and honored the Dan Goddard, K4NLX Amateur of the Year Kevin Bell, KW4B. 
 

 
Left:  Guy McDonald, K4GTM presents Kevin Bell, KW4B with the Dan Goddard, K4NLX Amateur of the Year Award.  Right:  Billy Elmore, KG4SZS 

and Melanie Elmore, KG4ULG 
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Left:  Jere Connan, KT4ZB and Conni Connan.  Right:  Lynn Pierce, KD4POC and Russ Pierce, K4YGD 

 
 
 

 

 
Left:  Mac McCormick, AF4KL and Irene McCormick, KF4RFF.  Right:  Elaine Levesque, Guy McDonald, K4GTM, and Peter Levesque, KJ4FAW 

 
 
 
 

 
Left:  Mark Bolton, KA4CID and Bill DeLoach, K4WP.  Right:  Randy Malphrus, KG4LUG, Paul Snedeker, KJ4FAV, and Mac McCormick III, KF4LMT 

 
 

 


